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Once there were three wise women.  Their names 
were Patrisse, Opal, and Alicia.  

They were wise because they started to notice 
something: they started to notice that unfair and 
scary things were happening around them.  They 

were wise because when they noticed this, they 
spoke out and did something about it!
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Alicia was upset when she heard about black 
people being treated unfairly.  

She heard about an African American boy who 
was killed, and she thought, “I have a brother, 

and he is black.  Does his life matter?”  This was 
very upsetting for Alicia, and she decided to say, 

“Black Lives Matter!”
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Patrisse heard Alicia and agreed with her.  “Of 
course black lives matter, Alicia,” Patrisse said.  
“All people’s lives and all animal’s lives matter!”  

But Alicia said, “It feels like a lot of people don’t 
agree that black lives matter as much as other 

lives.”

Im
age: C

olin B
ootm

an



Patrisse noticed that Alicia was right, and it made 
her sad.  

But even more than that, it made her angry!  

She was glad that Alicia was saying “Black lives 
matter,” so Patrisse decided to say it too, and to 

say it LOUDER!
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Opal heard her friends saying “Black lives 
matter,” and she thought, “They are right!  

More people need to hear this!” 

Opal decided to tell lots and lots of people.  She 
told everyone she knew, and asked them to tell 

everyone they knew.  

Soon, hundreds and thousands of people were 
saying it: “Black lives matter!”
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Alicia said some important words.  Her friend 
Patrisse helped to say them LOUDER, and their 
friend Opal made sure that together, they said 

it to everyone.  

All three of them were very wise women.  They 
noticed that something was wrong and they 

decided to do something.  
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The three wise women all did different things, 
and they all helped each other so that today 

there are signs and bumper stickers and lots of 
people all over the world saying:

Black Lives Matter.  
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Will you say it? 
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